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They made a black and white shifting mass upon the bare
hillsides and a continual movement seemed to cover the
earth. Though the whole multitude seemed stationary yet
wherever you looked there was a coming and going, a
shifting, a movement of little black and white shapes. As
we descended, getting under the lee of the hill, a strong
ammoniac smell came to us on the veering breeze, and with
each eddy or gust there rose and fell the sound of multitu-
dinous chattering. This smell and this noise increased and
became continuous as we approached and soon were over-
powering, choking and deafening. Whenever I hear people
cooing with delight at photographs of penguins I recall the
powerful choking stench of their rookeries, the birds' own
bodies smeared and their feathers clotted with their own
ordure and that of their fellows, shot at random in grey,
white and brown streaks.
As we approached the outskirts of this teeming multitude a
chatter of indignation arose in our immediate vicinity.
Beaks were raised in a chorus of protest around us, but only
those immediately concerned took any particular notice of
our intrusion. We walked through and among them caus-
ing around ourselves a local maelstrom of rage and horrified
expostulation. They stabbed with their sharp beaks at our
sea-boots. They smacked at our legs with their stiff
flippers. Sometimes one some paces off would run at us
bristling with fury, the feathers on his head erect and his
flippers beating backwards and forwards like flails. After a
few thrusts and smacks at our legs, however, he forgot, or
could not be bothered, and waddled back to his nest quite
unable to imagine what it had all been about. And as we
passed through the crowd they all forgot us as soon as we
had gone two paces away from them, leaving the business of
shrill protest to be taken up by their neighbours. No one
worried about us until we had become an immediate and
impending crisis and everyone forgot us as soon as the crisis
we represented had passed.